Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 100 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; disorder in solvent or counterion; R factor = 0.026; wR factor = 0.069; data-toparameter ratio = 15.8.
The anion in the title salt, (C 7 H 11 N 2 )[SnBr 2 (C 6 H 5 ) 3 ], lies on a twofold rotation axis that passes through the metal atom as well as the C ipso -C para atoms of one of the aromatic rings. The metal center is five-coordinate in a trans-Br 2 SnC 3 trigonal bipyramidal geometry. The cation is disordered about a center of inversion. 
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Experimental
Crystal data (C 7 The present synthesis uses the mild brominating agent, 4-dimethylaminopyridine hydrobromide perbromide, which cleaves one of the four tin-carbon bonds of tetraphenyltin to yield the bromidotriphenylstannate anion. In the title compound (I), the anion lies about a twofold rotation axis that passes through the metal atom as well as the C ipso -C para atoms of one of the aromatic rings. The metal center is five-coordinate in a trans-C 3 SnBr 2 trigonal bipyramidal geometry. The cation and anion exist as two non-interacting species (Fig. 1 ).
Tetraphenyltin (2 g, 4.7 mmol) and 4-dimethylaminopyridine hydrobromide perbromide (1.7 g, 4.6 mmol) were heated in chloroform (100 ml) for 6 h. The solution was filtered and the solvent allow to evaporate to give yellow crystals (m.p.
455-457 K, 80% yield).
Refinement
The cation is disordered over a center-of-inversion, and was allowed to refine over this symmetry element as a half-occupancy cation. For the aromatic ring, 1,2-related distances were restrained to 1.39±0.01 Å and 1,3-related ones to 2.78±0.01 Å. For the dimethylamino group, the N-C distances were restrained to 1.50±0.01 Å. Anisotropic temperature factors of the carbon and nitrogen atoms were restrained to be nearly isotropic. 
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